
Upcoming Meetings 
 

Wednesday, October 16, 2013 
Al Banfield—Finding Truth in Family Tales 

6:00 p.m., Bangor Public Library 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
Jack Battick—Morbidity and Mortality in Maine 

6:00 p.m., Bangor Public Library 
 

Wednesday, December 18, 2013 
Open Research Night 

6:00 p.m., Bangor Public Library 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Articles accepted for publication 
must be of genealogical nature.  
Submissions should be forwarded 
to the Newsletter Editor. 

Message from our President-Nominee 
Dear Members, 
 

Who would have thought that once again I find myself writing a mes-
sage to all of you as the President-Nominee for this year?  Certainly I 
did not picture myself here until just a few days ago.  So let me take a 
moment to bring everyone up to date on what’s been going on with the 
Society. 

  

As most of you know, the Society found itself at a crossroads a few 
weeks ago.  With our co-presidents expressing a need to step down and 
with no one in the wings poised, willing or otherwise ready to take on 
the role of president, the future of the Society was in doubt.  With the 
speaker for September cancelled, Phil Getchell urged the membership to 
take advantage of that meeting to have an outright discussion of the fu-
ture. 

  

So what happened in September?  We had a great turnout of some very 
enthusiastic and motivated members – the consensus was reached that 
yes, PCGS would continue and all that was left was figuring out 
how.  We had a great discussion of things the Society has done well over 
the years, as well as those areas where we feel that there could be im-
provement.  We asked for volunteers to help lead the Society – not dis-
cussing any particular positions – but just volunteering to help in some 
way.  We had a dozen people step forward, which was 
great to see. 

The email address for the Penob-
scot County Genealogical Society 
is: mepcgs@gmail.com.  

Continued on page 2 

  

It’s Autumn 
A new year for 

PCGS! 



  
 
 

That group then met on the evening of October 2nd.   At that meeting, the list of 
nominees and committees, included elsewhere in this newsletter, were agreed 
upon.   This was the result of some great discussion on what the volunteers were in-
terested in working on and how the Society could best be served.   There was then 
quite a bit of batting around of ideas and thoughts on things we can do differently 
and better.  I emerged from the meeting with a new found energy.  The volunteers 
that we have on the leadership team each have something unique they bring to the 
table and there is an obvious willingness to work together.   We have a few areas 
that we will be working on, some great concepts to develop. 
  

For me, the most important enhancement I want to see is in the area of communi-
cation – between the leadership team, between leadership and the membership (and 
vice versa), and between members. 
  

I plan on making the work of the leadership group more visible to all – this not only 
helps to ensure that there is oversight to what that group does, but also will allow 
members to more readily see what is involved in running the Society (and some-
what selfishly, this will take some of the trepidation out of volunteering in the fu-
ture).   
  

Additionally, we have a few thoughts on how to encourage communication be-
tween members – from the initial contact of a prospective member coming to a 
meeting to encouraging sharing information on your research in our newsletter to 
roundtable discussions.  Networking is one of the most fruitful benefits of belonging 
to a local genealogical society. 
  

So with all this underway, I am honored to be nominated as your President for the 
2013-14 year.  I thank the volunteers for expressing their confidence in me.   It will 
be a year of change.  
  

Suggestions and comments are always welcome.  Feel free to email me at 
dale@mower-family.com. 
  

Let me close with a big round of applause and a huge thank you to three individu-
als who are stepping down this year after serving the Society tirelessly for the past 
few seasons:  Phil Getchell who has been there since the beginning discussions in 
founding the society; Annette Roberts who joined the Executive Committee a few 
moons ago and then stepped up to serve as Co-President; and Janet Spencer who 
joined in as Co-President for the past few years.  Thank you for so capably tending 
the Society. 
  
Dale Mower 
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WE CAN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCE THE NEW WEBSITE 
 The new website is officially online! 

 

www.pengen.org 
 

 We’re please to kick off our year of change with a fresh look on the Internet.  It’s still in its infancy 
and information is still being transferred from the old website, as well as new content being 
added.  We encourage everyone to take a look. We’ll chat about some of the pages and our hopes for 
the website in the next newsletter. 
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ELECTION AT OCTOBER 2013 MEETING 

Nominations for Officers for 2013 -14 

President – Dale Mower 

Vice-President – Chris Johnson 

Secretary – Wendy Asher 

Treasurer – Jim Beckett 

Two other positions which we elect (per current by -laws)  

Newsletter Director – Jody Chasse 

Program Director (being replaced with Chair, Program Committee) – Elizabeth Stevens 

Other positions which we will ratify  

Research Coordinator – Dave Flewelling 

Program Committee – Elizabeth Stevens (Chair), Sandy Burke, Al Banfield, Mary Banfield 

Hospitality Committee – Norma Fortin, Mary Banfield, Chris Johnson 

Webmaster – Dale Mower 

Historian / Archivist – open 

Maine Genealogical Society Representative – Norma Fortin will continue through end of 2013, Al 
Banfield will assume that position for 2014. 

http://www.pengen.org/
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GenMates  
 

Name: Al and Mary Banfield 
 
   Al first thought about genealogy in the 1950s when two great-
aunts reminisced about glorious stories concerning their grand-
parents in the late 1800s, but Al’s years working as a journalist 
and then as a teacher prevented any serious delving into ances-
tors until his retirement three years ago. It was then that he and 
Mary became serious genealogists. 
 

   Al’s longest line goes back to a g-g-g-g-g-grandfather, William 
Banfield, born in 1740 in the County of Kent in England. After 

Al had discovered the arrival in New York of his great-great-grandfather Henry Banfield on April 7, 
1851, aboard the Devonshire, Al’s nephew who was working in England then discovered Henry’s fa-
ther, grandfather, and great-grandfather. The nephew, Peter Alfred Emonds Banfield, then lived the 
following year in Paxtol, Kent, England, the birthplace of Henry Banfield. 
 

   On the other hand, most of Mary’s ancestors arrived in America in the 1600s. Stephen Hopkins 
first arrived in Jamestown in 1611 and then in Plymouth in 1620 aboard the Mayflower, along with 
nine other of Mary’s ancestors. William Brewster’s ancestors have been traced by some back to 1259. 
The rest of Mary’s Mayflower ancestors were Thomas and Joseph Rogers and the rest of the Hopkins 
clan. 
 

   Mary’s Hopkins line went down to Thankful Hopkins, daughter of Joseph Hopkins and Mary Hig-
gins, both with Mayflower lines, who settled on Mount Desert Island. Thankful Hopkins in 1799 mar-
ried Elisha Cousins Jr., son of a Revolutionary War veteran, Sgt. Elisha Cousins, whose ancestors ar-
rived in the early 1600s. Thankful and Elisha’s daughter, Mary, then married Noah Murch Jr., grand-
son of John Murch, a veteran of the Penobscot Expedition whose ancestors arrived in Maine in 1700. 
This established Mary’s maternal line, which also included the surnames of Marshall, Alley, Bartlett, 
Verrill and Reynolds. 
 

   Mary’s paternal line in America began about 1632 with the arrival of William Hodgkins in Ply-
mouth, Mass., and arrived in Hancock County in 1764 when two of William Hodgkins’ great-great-
grandsons were two of the three settlers of the town of Hancock. Another paternal line was Daniel 
Deasy, a ship’s captain and store merchant in Gouldsboro and the father of Luere Deasy, a Maine 
Senate president and chief justice of the Maine Supreme Court whose daughter married into the 
Hodgkins family. 
 

   Most of Mary’s ancestors were of English origins and eventually ended up on Mount Desert Island 
or in the surrounding Hancock County towns. 
 

   Al’s first ancestor in America was Robert Hunter and his wife Agnes McMahon, who arrived from 
Ireland in Missouri in the 1840s. Hunter was a mule skinner who with three partners had 101 wag-
ons, some of which were commandeered by the Union Army during the Civil War and others that 
allegedly were raided by William Quantrill’s marauders. The Hunters’ daughter married Henry 
Banfield and Anna Finley’s son, Alfred F. Banfield. Their son, Henry Banfield, then married Mary  

Continued on page 5 



 
GenMates  

(Continued from page 4) 
 

Ellen Gleason, a daughter of Thomas Gleason and Hannah Dougherty, who were born in Ireland. 
Thomas Gleason owned four taverns in Kansas City before going into real estate. 
 

   Al’s maternal side was centered in New Jersey and derived from George Simoneit, the son of Ger-
man-born parents, and Agnes Bridget Scanlon, the daughter of Irish-born parents. 
 

   Al and Mary’s complete family genealogies are on their website, banfield-hodgkinsfamily.com. 
The website contains PDF files on specific branches of the family trees. One feature is an appendix 
PDF file with much of the resource material for Mary’s family and for Al’s family. 
 

   Al and Mary did not name a particular resource that they found the most useful because there are 
so many, depending on what they are searching for. In some instances, it might be a particular 
small, remote resource, yet so vital to what they needed. 
 

   Mary was born in Bar Harbor and has lived in Maine most of her life. Al spent most of his early 
life in Kansas City, Mo. Al was a journalist for The Kansas City Times and Star before moving to 
Maine in 1973. He worked for The Bangor Daily News and the University of Maine as a faculty associ-
ate in journalism before ending his 20-year journalism career in 1983 at WLBZ-TV.  
 

   Al and Mary then married in 1983, when they were founding members of the Maine chapter of the 
Children’s International Summer Villages as they began transitioning into the education field. Mary 
taught in Stetson and East Corinth before teaching at Deer Isle-Stonington High School. Mary fin-
ished her career with the Bangor School System teaching at Acadia Hospital. Al, who was certified 
in English, history and physical sciences, taught English at Hampden Academy and St. John’s mid-
dle school in Bangor, middle school at St. Agnes in Pittsfield, and earth science and astronomy at 
Bangor High School. 
 

   Al and Mary live in Bangor and have a camp in Stonington. They enjoy gardening, camping, and 
visiting the islands of Penobscot Bay in their kayaks or 10-foot inflatable boat. Last fall they took a 
six-week cross-country trip, even with genealogical visits with new-found second cousins. They de-
cided Maine is by far the best place to live. 
 

   Al and Mary also are very involved with the Hammond Street Senior Center, taking courses in 
acrylic painting and ceramics (sculpting), starting a crafting club, working on the center’s rooftop 
garden. Al will teach a genealogy course this fall. Al and Mary also are members of the Hancock 
County Genealogical Society, where Al was newsletter editor, and of the Maine Genealogical Soci-
ety, for which Al on Sept. 21 was elected a trustee. 
 

   Mary has a son, Chris, and his wife who live in Durham, and a daughter, Kim, and her husband 
Shawn, and their four sons, Shane, Nick, Casey, and Jack, who live in New Hampshire. Al has two 
daughters, Bryn and Susannah, and two granddaughters, Lily Mae and Gwendolyn, who live in the 
Seattle area.  
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GENSOURCES  
 

ACADIAN ROOTS IN NORTHERN AROOSTOOK MAINE, 
NEW BRUNSWICK, and QUEBEC      

by Jim Beckett 
 

Allons y!  Mark your calendars (and make reservations!) for the Congrès Mondial Acadien 2014 

(CMA) scheduled for August 8 – 24, 2014 in Northern Aroostook, 3 counties of Northern NB and Té-
miscouata in Eastern Québec. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FMI:  www.cma2014.com 

 
You may find the web-site somewhat overwhelming in scope but this is indeed a major undertaking.  
Imagine a two-week family reunion and festival spread through five counties in NB, QC and ME!    
I’ll try to put it in a more comforting overview. 
 
There are three primary events: 

Opening Ceremonies 8 Aug with the major celebration in Edmunston, New Brunswick 
Acadian National Day 15 Aug centered in Madawaska, Maine with a traditional street celebra-

tion, “Tintamarre,” a statement that: WE ARE HERE! 
Closing Ceremonies 24 Aug in Témiscouata-sur-le-lac, Quebec 

Continued on page 7 

http://www.cma2014.com
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(Continued from page 6) 
 

There are also three major ongoing venues: 
An International Showcase in Grand Falls, New Brunswick 
A Grand Youth Rally in Quebec 
A Multimedia Installation in Madawaska, Maine 

 

Each village in the five counties is planning to have at least one activity.  
 

In addition to the many museums and cultural centers of the region putting forth their best will be 
roughly 116 Family Reunions which are indexed alphabetically in the link "Family Reunions" on 
the left side-bar of the main page [go to the sub-header "Listed Families Website"].  Ultimately, 
each family will have a web-site but for now there is an e-mail and/or phone link for each as plans 
evolve.  An amusing bit of house-keeping,  if you enter “St Agathe” in a Google Map search, even 
with Aroostook and/or Maine, you will be directed to St Agathe, Quebec, north of Montreal.  You 
have to enter St Agatha. 
 

I have also found a detailed regional guide for Aroostook County; download at:  http://
www.visitaroostook.com/guidebook/  Other links are on the CMA web-site for NB and QC. 
 

I recently stumbled upon a remarkable site maintained by Aline Cormier of Moncton who has been 
working on her Acadian roots since 1976.  Her Home Page:  http://www.acadian-roots.com/
frames.html  Take a few minutes to enjoy the sound of Edith Butler singing “Hymne a Lõespoire.” I’ve 
enjoyed her since the early 70s.  You could spend days browsing here.  Do check out both buttons on 
the side-bar link to “Journal of Sinking of Duke William” for the story of Noel Doiron, a gripping non-
fiction alternative to “Evangeline.”  So much history, almost forgotten.  “Le grand derangement” de-
fined. 
 

The Aroostook County (Northern) Genealogical Society meets on Monday, 28 October from 6:00 to 
8:30 at the Cary Medical Center, 163 Van Buren Road, Caribou.  To confirm space availability call 
ahead to Allen 496-5521, or Jay 492-5501.  Social and Q & A is from 6:00 to 7:30. 
 

For a brief but detailed account of the History of the Madawaska Acadians, with names of the first 
settlers, visit:  http://members.tripod.com/~Scott_Michaud/Madawaska-history.html 
 

According to a US Census Bureau Community survey of 2011, 23.9% of Maine folks claim French or 
French-Canadian as their ancestry, making them the largest sector, outpacing English at 21.6% and 
Irish at 17.8%.  Maine also has the highest percentage of French Americans among all States.  If you 
have Acadian roots to explore, this 5th World Acadian Congress since 1994 promises the best oppor-
tunity yet. 
 

I would be happy to hear your feedback on interests in Acadian and Canadian roots as you send in 
your membership dues this month.  I have been fortunate to find a wealth of quality sites in my 
searches and would like to match my enthusiasm to share with expressed interest.  Those Northern 
brick walls are really made of ice and they melt away easily as we follow the flow of ancestry by 
land, sea and stream; in all directions.  I’ve come to refer to the northeastern exchange of folk and 
fortune as the Swirl. 
 

I am pleased to be a part of the renewed wave of enthusiasm for the work and I am sure the foun-
ders and long-term volunteer Board members are thrilled to take this as a rewarding show of appre-
ciation for their 12 years of contributions to our community.  Let’s continue having fun! 

http://www.visitaroostook.com/guidebook/
http://www.visitaroostook.com/guidebook/
http://www.acadian-roots.com/frames.html
http://www.acadian-roots.com/frames.html
http://members.tripod.com/~Scott_Michaud/Madawaska-history.html


QUERIES 
To post a query, email mepcgs@gmail.com 
PLEASE NOTE: type the word QUERY at the 
beginning of the subject field.  Thank you!  
 

BEALE/PERCIVAL Emeline BEALE PERCIVAL 
born about 1818. 1830 married Gordon Percival in 
Bangor. Some trees show parents as Horatio and 
Elizabeth/Julia. Others as Isaac and Elizabeth Ste-
vens. None seem to have supporting documentation. 
Emeline died 1874, buried in Hudson, ME. Also birth 
location is unknown. Any help would be greatly ap-
preciated. Contact C. Johnson with any info: 
cj20899@q.com  

2013-2014 State of Maine Holidays 
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MAINE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

Stay in touch with the Maine Genealogical Society. 
Check out their website at www.maineroots.org, fol-
l o w  t h e i r  b l o g  a t  h t t p : / /
mainegenealogical.blogspot.com and join the Maine 
Genealogical Society Group on Facebook. 
 

BANGOR FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 
Upcoming Class Schedule 

 

October 12, 2013 - No class in October 
November 9, 2013 - 10:30 - 11:30 am - TBD 
 

The center is located at 639 Grandview Avenue 
in Bangor (at corner with Essex Street). Hours: 
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5:30-
7:30 p.m., Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Be sure to 
ring the buzzer and someone will come to open 
the door. Closed: Bangor school snow days, holi-
days and holiday weekends and during church 
conferences. 

Event Dates Closed 

Columbus Day Mon. Oct. 14, 2013 

Veteran's Day Mon. Nov. 11, 2013 

Thanksgiving 
Holiday 

Thur.- Fri. Nov. 28-29, 2013 

Christmas Day Wed. Dec. 25, 2013 

New Year’s Day Wed. Jan. 1, 2014 

M.L. King, Jr. Day Mon. Jan. 20, 2014 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY                           
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY              

DUES FOR 2013-2014 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________ 

Surnames researching: ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

$10 for individuals, $15 for couples 

Please remit check payable to PCGS to: 

Jim Beckett, PCGS Treasurer 
Bangor Public Library 
145 Harlow Street 
Bangor, Maine 04401 

OUR CONTACT INFORMATION 
The email address for the Penobscot County Genea-
logical Society is: mepcgs@gmail.com. Please check 
out our Society’s new website for up-to-date informa-
tion and events: www.pengen.org. 
 

GENEALOGY ROADSHOW 
This four episode PBS program began airing Mon-
day, September 23 on MPBN. The program re-
searches the family history of participants from 
Nashville, Detroit, San Francisco and Austin. Missed 
episodes may be viewed on the MPBN website.  
 

REMINDER  

October 1, 2013 signals the start of a exciting new 
year at Penobscot County Genealogical Society.  It’s 
time for members to pay their dues for 2013-2014—
$10 for individuals and $15 for family membership. 
See the form below.  Don’t miss any 2014 newsletters 
and meeting announcements, renew your member-
ship now! 

mailto:mepcgs@yahoo.com

